The Reading Room

Wolverton, Milton Keynes



Information about the Reading Room

The Reading room was built by the employees next
to the Grand Union Canal. It was built to provide
education and reading materials for the railway

employees. Queen Victoria also used it while waiting
for her Train.

The Methodists used it for worship before the chapel
was built and it also contained sewing and
upholstery shops.

It has now been restored and will possibly become a
restaurant and bar beside the Union Canal.



The Reading Room

Several processes were used to complete the restoration project.

Externally, the vegetation was removed, a herbicide was applied into the voids to reduce
further generation of vegetation. Various sections of the elevations were rebuilt using
reclaimed and new colour matched bricks to comply with specifications with in the listed
buildianIJ. Areas of the building have been stitched within the structure and the brick work re-
pointed.

Internally, removed the paint and rust from the steels prior to cold galvanising and over
coating with the requested colour. Areas of brick work had many layers of paint removed,
after which they were cleaned and restored to give the original appearance.

The restoration also included cleaning and preparing original timbers. Many of the original
timbers were installed by the apprentices during the period when the rail carriages were
being designed and built in the adjacent triangle building.

Extra pillars on the ground floor area of the reading were built, to the engineers design/
specification, to support the metal structure above to ensure the building is structurally
sound.

In the following slides you will see how the Reading Room looked both externally and
internally prior to work commencing and after the restoration.
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